Evidence Summary WestEd D

WestEd.org

Reading Apprenticeship

Reading Apprenticeship is a professional development model and instructional approach for middle and
high school educators. Designed to support both academic and social-emotional learning, Reading
Apprenticeship gives teachers new ways to engage students with text and apprentice them into discipline-
specific ways of reading, writing, talking, and reasoning. Students are explicitly supported to build
identities as people who can solve problems and persevere with challenging texts. Reading Apprenticeship
teachers regularly model discipline-specific literacy skills, help students build high-level comprehension
strategies, engage students in building knowledge by making connections to background knowledge they
already have, and provide ample guided, collaborative, and individual practice as an integral part of
teaching their subject area curriculum. As a result, students develop the literacy competencies, subject
area knowledge, and the learner dispositions they need—for school, college, career, and life.
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Reading Apprenticeship has been the subject of multiple large-scale studies in high school sciences,
history, and literacy courses. In each study, teachers who participated in Reading Apprenticeship
professional development made statistically significant gains in classroom practices supporting
disciplinary literacy compared to control group teachers. Students whose teachers participated in Reading
Apprenticeship professional development made statistically significant gains in reading comprehension
and/or subject area achievement on standardized tests. These consistent findings make Reading
Apprenticeship a trusted resource for supporting teacher development and student success.
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Reading Apprenticeship Improving
Secondary Education (RAISE)!

Institute for Education Sciences,
U.S. Dept. of Education

2010-2015

Reading Apprenticeship
Professional Development in
Diverse Subject-Area Classrooms

Carnegie Corporation of New York,
William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation, Stuart Foundation
2001-2004

Increasing Student Achievement
Schoolwide Through Reading
Apprenticeship

Carnegie Corporation of New York
and Walter S. Johnson Foundation

2001-2004

Students in Reading Apprenticeship classrooms
reported significantly greater opportunities to
share reading processes and problem solving,
and indicated that reading instruction was more
integrated into their content-area learning. RAISE
had a positive and statistically significant impact
on student literacy in science classes.

RAISE had statistically significant impacts on
teachers’ use of core Reading Apprenticeship
practices and on their confidence in delivering
literacy instruction.

Investigators report positive shifts in students’
conceptions of reading, reading practices, and
identities as readers; increased opportunities to
reach fuller understandings of disciplinary
concepts and literacy processes; shifts in
strategy, agency, ownership, and identity;
improved course grades, decisions to take
additional academic classes, and score increases
on standardized tests of reading comprehension.

Both schools exceeded target growth in
Academic Performance Indicators across all three
years implementing Reading Apprenticeship.
Minority and Socio-economically disadvantaged
students also exceeded their growth targets.

1 Meets WWC standards 3.0 without reservations
2 Meets WWC standards 3.0 with reservations
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